ENGLISH 308—Literature and Culture II
Marvelous Voyages in Early Modern British Literature

CONTENT:  With the English Renaissance (1485-1660) came a rebirth in the study of ancient literature and culture, which marked the willingness of early modern writers and readers to travel imaginatively and boldly into a pagan past.  Ancient Rome, for example, became a wondrous site for investigating the nature of virtue, love, politics, and national identity.  At the same time, early modern explorers were embarking on extraordinary voyages to regions no one had previously imagined, initiating a new era of discovery and imperial expansion. Our class will focus on the theme of “marvelous” travel in several works of English Renaissance literature, including prose, sonnets, drama, and epic poetry.  Why were narratives of travel and utopian destinations so prominent in this literature?  How did transatlantic voyages transform a literary culture that had always refused to fit comfortably within any firm geographical or ethnic or national boundaries?  Why was there a renewed and significantly transformed interest in the quest for ideal love?  What happened when white British writers incorporated dark-skinned characters into their works?  How were spiritual journeys embodied in literary forms?  What happened when servants tried to scale the social ladder, or when nobles acted outside their privileged social sphere? And what about women who traveled in men's clothes, and boys who wore women's clothes?    

ASSIGNMENTS:  Our course work will include the assigned reading, spirited participation in class discussions, a group performance/written portfolio, one 4 to 6-page essay including group editing, midterm, and final.

EVALUATION:  4-6 Page Essay/Group Editing 20%; Group Performance and Portfolio 20%; Class Participation in Discussions 10%; Midterm 25%; Final 25%. Late assignments will be accepted only with an official excuse (contact Student Assistance OM 330F/x3706).  Academic dishonesty is grounds for failing the course.
ATTENDANCE:  You may miss three class periods without penalty.  Thereafter, for every class period missed without an official excuse, your final grade will be lowered by one full letter grade.

REQUIRED TEXT:  The Norton Anthology of English Literature, Volume 1B, 7th Ed.

mar·vel·ous  adj. 1. Causing wonder or astonishment. 2. Miraculous; supernatural. 3. Of the highest or best kind or quality; first-rate: has a marvelous collection of rare books.
