ENGLISH 313: HISTORY OF CRITICAL

AND CULTURAL THEORY
Content:  An overview of critical and cultural theory taking off from Plato’s insights about language as a sign system.  We will not be studying new critical, structuralist, marxist, feminist, psychoanalytic, poststructuralist, postcolonial, and cultural studies theories in order to create artificial boundaries between "schools." Instead, our aim will be to challenge and empower our own approaches to literature and culture.  Our chief goal will be to learn how to incorporate the following terms into our own critical writing: form, structure, sign, history, culture, class, ideology, subjectivity, gender, ethnicity/race, and postmodernism.  One of the principle consequences of the recent "theory wars" over literature has been to show that literature cannot claim a special privilege and that an absolute opposition between “serious” literature and popular culture is a mirage.  We will be thinking and writing about all sorts of popular media and visual representations in addition to texts belonging to "high culture."   

Assignments:  Course work will include the assigned reading and film viewing, spirited participation in class discussions, a series of 3 short papers (about 3 pages apiece), and a longer 6-8 page paper in which you will assemble your own set of strategies for interpreting literature and/or popular culture.

Evaluation:  Short Papers 50%; Long Paper 30%; Class Participation 20%. Late papers will be accepted only with an official excuse (contact Student Support Services OM 110/x3844). Absenteeism and plagiarism are grounds for failing the course.

Required Texts:  Literary Theory: An Anthology, 2nd Ed., ed. Julie Rivkin and Michael Ryan.

